
Project SENSOR Newsletters

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 1997 ANNUAL REPORTS ON

OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES IN MICHIGAN

Four annual reports were released this Spring: Occupational Noise-Induced Hearing Loss; Silicosis; 
WorkRelated Asthma; and Occupational Diseases. This edition of the Project SENSOR Newsletter 
contains a summary and selected tables from the reports. If you would like to receive a copy of any of 
these reports, please check out our new web site at: http://www.chm.msu.edu/oem/index.htm . 
Instructions on how to read and/ or download the reports are detailed in the web site. Or, if you prefer, 
you may call us at 1-800-446-7805 to request a printed copy of the report(s).

OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES IN MICHIGAN  

In 1997 20,313 occupational disease reports were received, practically the same as in 1996, when 
20,355 cases were reported. 

Conditions related 
to repetitive trauma 
such as sprains and 
strains and diseases 
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strains and diseases 
of the nervous 
system (i.e. carpal 
tunnel syndrome) 
accounted for half 
of all the reports 
submitted to the 
Michigan 
Department of 
consumer and 
Industry Services 
in1997.Respiratory 
diseases including 
the 
pneumoconioses 
and work-related 
asthma were the 
next largest 
category of 
diseases reported. 
Among 
noncompany 
physicians 
respiratory diseases 
were the most 
common types of 
conditions 
reported. 

 

Distribution of Confirmed Silicosis Individuals by County of Exposure: 
1985-1997  
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SILICOSIS IN MICHIGAN 

Counties which have and have had the greatest number of 
foundries are the counties with the largest number of individuals 
diagnosed with silicosis. Employment in Michigan foundries 
peaked in the 1970s. Individuals who began working during that 
time period and who continued to work in the foundries would 
now have 20 or more years of exposure to silica sand and 
accordingly would be entering the time period when the signs and 
symptoms of silicosis might now become evident.

WORK-RELATED ASTHMA IN MICHIGAN  

The top 20 etiologies for the 1, 179 patients identified with 
work-related asthma are shown in the accompanying table. Often 
times insufficient information is available on exposures or medical 
testing performed (such as spirometry) to document and fully 
characterize the cause of the patient's symptoms. This is reflected 
in the fact that unknown causes of symptoms are so common 
(the3rd and 4th on the list shown). 
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METAL WORKING FLUIDS  

Metal working fluids are the second 
most commonly reported cause of 
work-related asthma in Michigan. 
Emulsified semi-synthetic and synthetic 
metal working fluids (coolants that are 
soluble in water) appear more likely to 
cause symptoms whether or not an 
individual has smoked cigarettes. These 
symptoms are occurring at levels in the 
work place air that are legally 
permissible. Five mg/m3 is the legally 
permissible level of exposure to 
coolants averaged over an 8 hour work 
day.

  

OCCUPATIONAL NOISE-INDUCED HEARING LOSS

Follow-up of work places where patients with noise-induced hearing loss report not being provided 
regular hearing protection and/or regular audiometric testing has proven useful in identifying 
companies that have deficiencies or the total absence of a hearing conservation program. Potentially 
hundreds of workers have been protected from further hearing loss by identification and subsequent 
inspections of their work places.
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Board Advisory 
Michael Harbut, M.D., M.P.H.  Wayne Pierantoni, M.D.  
Center for Occupational and Environmental Medicine President, Michigan Allergy and Asthma Society 
AFL-CIO Medical Advisor  Thomas G. Robins, M.D., M.P.H.  
John J. Bernick, M.D., Ph.D.  University of Michigan School of Public Health 
Representative, Michigan Occupational Medical Association Division of Occupational Medicine 
Howard Teitelbaum, D.O., Ph.D, M.P.H.  Thomas A. Abraham, M.D.  
Michigan State University President, Michigan Thoracic Society 

College of Osteopathic Medicine Raymond Demers, M.D., M.P.H.  
Henry Ford Hospital 

The Project SENSOR News is published quarterly by Michigan State University-College of Human Medicine with funding from the Michigan Department of Consumer and 

Industry Services and is available at no cost. Suggestions and comments are welcome. 
(517) 353-1955  

MSU-CHM 
117 West Fee Hall  

East Lansing, MI 48824-1316  
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Staff Project SENSOR 
At Michigan State University-College of Human Medicine  At the Michigan Department of Consumer and Industry Services  
Kenneth D. Rosenman, M.D.  Douglas J. Kalinowski, C.I.H., Deputy Director  
Professor of Medicine, Project SENSOR Co-Director Bureau of Safety and Regulations, Project SENSOR, Co-Director 
Mary Jo Reilly, M.S.  Bill Deliefde, M.P.H.  
Project SENSOR Coordinator Regional Supervisor, Project SENSOR-MDPH Liaison 
Amy Allemier, Project SENSOR NIHL Coordinator Debbie Wood, Division Chief Secretary 
Ruth VanderWaals, Project SENSOR Secretary 
Tracy Murphy, Project SENSOR Secretary 
Frank Hinsberg, Patient Interviewer 
Amy Krizek, Patient Interviewer 

Michigan Law Requires the Reporting of Known or Suspected Occupational 
Diseases 

Reporting can be done by: 
(517) 432-3606 *FAX  
1-800-446-7805 *Telephone 
21770KDR@MSU.EDU  *E-Mail 
Michigan Department of Consumer and Industry Services *Mail 
Division of Occupational Health 
P.O. Box 30649 
Lansing, MI 48909-8149 

(517) 335-8240 Reporting forms can be obtained by calling 
1-800-446-7805 or 
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