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C
ases m

ay be reported to M
IO

S
H

A
 by:

P
ho

ne 1.800.446.7805 

or 517.322.1817

Fax
1.517.432.3606

E
-M

ailO
D

R
EPO

RT
@

ht.m
su.edu

O
n-line

w
w

w
.oem

.m
su.edu

M
ail M

IO
S

H
A

 

M
anagem

ent and Technical Services D
ivision 

PO
 Box 30649

Lansing,M
I 48909-8149

P
lease be prepared to include the follow

ing 
inform

ation on:

1
) 

T
he disease or w

ork aggravated 
condition being reported;

2
)

T
he patient's nam

e,gender,date of 
birth/age,race/ethnicity,address,
telephone num

ber;
3
)

T
he w

orkplace nam
e,address,

and type of business;
4
)

T
he diagnosing physician's 

(or laboratory's) nam
e,and 

telephone num
ber.

W
e are still interested in the report even if som

e of the 
above inform

ation is not available.

To find out m
ore:

C
ontact M

ary Jo R
eilly,

C
oordinator of M

ichigan's O
ccupational D

isease

Registry at 1.800.446.7805 or em
ailO

D
R

E
P

O
RT

@
ht.m

su.edu
to obtain

inform
ation on specific conditions,

reporting requirem
ents,

or for other

inform
ation regarding the M

ichigan O
ccupational D

isease R
eporting Law

and R
egistry .

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF HUMAN MEDICINE
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE
    909 Fee Road      East Lansing, MI48824
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Since 1978,the state of M
ichigan has had an O

ccupational

D
isease R

eporting Law
 (Part 56  of the M

ichigan Public 

H
ealth code).T

his law
 requires physicians,audiologists,

hospitals,clinics,and em
ployers to report all know

n or 

suspected cases of occupational diseases,or health conditions

aggravated by w
orkplace exposures,to the state w

ithin 10 days

after the discovery of the occupational disease 

or condition.

E
xam

p
les of rep

ortable diseases include:

W
ork-related asthm

a

Silicosis

N
oise-induced hearing loss

R
epetitive traum

a conditions

Pesticide poisoning

C
arpal tunnel syndrom

e

C
arbon m

onoxide poisoning

D
erm

atitis

H
eavy m

etal poisoning,including lead

H
ypersensitivity pneum

onitis

A
ny other illness or condition related 

to an occupational exposure

T
he M

ichigan O
ccup

ational D
isease R

egistry
is authorized

to access all records of health care providers,and all other

agencies or facilities that provide services to patients,

as w
ell as w

orkplaces.

M
ichigan O

ccup
ational Safety and H

ealth A
dm

inistration

(M
IO

SH
A

)
has designated the D

epartm
ent of M

edicine,

M
ichigan State U

niversity (M
SU

) as its bona fide agent to assist

in the com
pilation and reporting of M

ichigan occupational 

diseases.A
dditionally,all public health reporting that is 

m
andated by state law

,including O
ccupational D

isease

R
eporting,is exem

pt from
 H

IPA
A

 requirem
ents to obtain con-

sent from
 the patient (H

IPA
A

 A
ct of 1996,Part 164.512).

W
hy d

oes M
IO

S
H

A
 have an 

occup
ational d

isease registry?

W
orkplace injuries and illnesses are a significant problem

 
in the U

nited States.It is estim
ated that 26,000 to 72,000

w
orkers die each year from

 occupationally related diseases 1.

C
ondition-specific investigations of w

ork-related asthm
a,

silicosis,lead poisoning and noise-induced hearing loss exist,
but there is still a serious underreporting of all w

ork-related 
illnesses.

In M
ichigan,it is estim

ated that there are 30,000 to 60,000
new

 w
ork-related illnesses annually,w

hile only 15,000 to
20,000 of those are reported to M

IO
SH

A
 each year.Each

year,approxim
ately 20-40 new

 cases of silicosis and an aver-
age of 141 new

 cases of w
ork-related asthm

a are reported
to M

IO
SH

A
.W

e estim
ate there are actually 97-184 new

cases of silicosis,and 228-801 new
 cases of w

ork-related
asthm

a each year,w
hich underscores the serious extent 

of underreporting in our state.

1Steenland,K et al.
D

ying for W
ork:The M

agnitude of U
S M

ortality from
Selected C

auses of D
eath A

ssociated w
ith O

ccupation (2003).
A

m
 J Ind M

ed.43:461-482.

W
ho m

ust rep
ort 

occup
ational d

iseases?

M
ichigan law

 states that any know
n or suspected 

w
ork-related illness m

ust be reported to the state.
T

his sp
ecifically includes:

Physicians and other health care 

providers including audiologists

H
ospitals

C
linics

Em
ployers

A
ll data on w

ork-related illnesses,including patient and

em
ployer identifiers,reported to the occupational disease

registry at M
IO

SH
A

 is confidential.

H
ow

 w
ill rep

orts b
e used

?

M
IO

SH
A

 has designated M
SU

 as its bona fide agent to 

track the w
ork-related diseases that are reported.Further

investigation m
ay be used to evaluate the current conditions

of w
orkers exposed to chem

icals and other substances in the

w
orkplace.By identifying and tracking w

ork-related diseases

in our state,w
e can guide future w

ork to prevent additional

burdens on the w
orkers and w

orkplaces in our state.T
he

inform
ation collected through the registry is used to guide:

Prevention

Intervention

R
esearch

Enforcem
ent

N
ew

 w
orkplace standards

For exam
ple,w

ork site interventions have resulted in an 

average reduction of w
orker blood lead levels by 6.1 ug/dL 

in facilities identified through the registry.


